Lesson One:  Is China to Blame? The Impact of Foreign Competition on North Carolina’s Furniture Industry
Introduction

The purpose of this lesson is for students to learn how foreign competition and the rise of imports have impacted North Carolina’s furniture industry.   Upon the successful completion of the lesson, students will be able to
a. Explain reasons for the decline of North Carolina’s furniture industry.

b. Explain how North Carolina furniture manufacturers benefit from their relationship with China.

c. Suggest ways that displaced workers can remain competitive.
d. Engage in a dialogue regarding the state of the furniture industry.

North Carolina Standard Course of Study 
The lesson will address the following Civics and Economics objectives from the NC SCS:
Competency Goal 7:  The learner will investigate how and why individuals and groups make economics choices.  

7.03  Compare examples of tradeoffs and opportunity costs of economic choices.
7.05  Explain the impact of investment on human, capital, productive, and natural 
         resources.

Competency Goal 9:  The learner will analyze factors influencing the United States economy.
9.02  Describe the impact of government regulation on specific economic activities.
9.05  Explain the impact on the United States economy of international trade and global 
         products.

9.06  Investigate the ways that domestic and international economies are interdependent.
Target Grade Level

10th 

Essential Questions

1. Is China to blame for the state of North Carolina’s furniture industry?

2. Should the government create policies to protect the furniture industry from foreign competition?

3. Is it the role of the state and federal governments to assist displaced workers?

Resources

1. North Carolina in the Global Economy.  Duke University.  March 2006.

<http://www.soc.duke.edu/NC_GlobalEconomy/furniture/overview.php>.

2. North Carolina in the Global Economy.  Duke University.  March 2006.

 
<http://www.soc.duke.edu/NC_GlobalEconomy/furniture/public.php>.

3. Paideia Seminar Guidelines.  North Carolina State University.  
     <http://www.chass.ncsu.edu/livinginourworld/resourcecenter.htm>
4.  NC Standard Course of Study for Civics and Economics


<http://www.ncpublicschools.org/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/2003-


04/062tenthgrade>

Materials Needed
1. “Furniture Overview” and “Furniture Public Policy” Readings

2.  Pre-Seminar Questions
3.  Seminar Questions 

4. Post-Seminar Response
Procedure
1. Assign the “Furniture Overview” and “Furniture Public Policy” readings for homework.  Students should read those articles and answer the pre-seminar questions.  Distribute the readings and pre-seminar questions two to three days prior to the day of the seminar.  Inform students that the homework assignment serves as seminar preparation and that they should bring these materials to class seminar day.
2. On the day of the seminar, arrange your classroom desks in the optimal setting, such as a circle or a rectangle, for a discussion.  Review the seminar rules.  Have students number the paragraphs in the reading to make it easier to refer to the text during the seminar.  Using the seminar questions provided, facilitate the discussion.  The seminar could last between 30 to 40 minutes.  
3. After the seminar, assign the problem analysis as the post-seminar response.  Students should complete these individually and then share their responses with a partner or group.  The analysis and sharing will take 25 to 30 minutes.
Extension

Have students brainstorm and discuss externalities associated with furniture industry lay-offs.






















