
Author: Gail Powell

Lesson Title: Involvement in the Political Process: Letter Writing to Politicians on Environmental Issues

Subject/Level: 8th Grade Science; Can be readily adapted to use with grades 9 to 12.

Background:  During the course of the school year, I have my students read many current event articles on environmental issues.  After students have completed:  a) lab experiments which examine the effects of environmental factors on duckweed and brine shrimp survival, b) use of technology in water treatment and c) fictitious endangered species plans, I have them write a letter to a politician on a real environmental issue.  I want them to understand that citizen involvement in the political process is one of the most valuable weapons available for environmental protection.  
Summary of Activity: Students will identify an environmental issue that interests them. They will research that subject and write a letter to an appropriate government representative. 

Prerequisite Skills: 

Students should be familiar with the format for writing an effective persuasive letter. 

Fundamental Understanding:

Citizens have the ability to affect political decisions by expressing their opinions to government officials. 
Essential questions: 

What local and national environmental issues exist?

What is the status and background for one of these environmental issues?

What is your (student) opinion on your selected issue?

State Standards:

1.08 Use oral and written language to communicate findings, defend conclusions etc. 

1.09 Use technologies and information systems to: research, gather and analyze data, visualize data and disseminate findings to others

1.10 Analyze and evaluate information from a scientifically literate viewpoint by reading, hearing and/or viewing: scientific text, articles and events in the popular press. 

Materials/Equipment:  Access to computers and the internet

Time Requirement: One class period to research the topic; two homework assignments to draft  letters; teacher time to review and provide feedback on draft letters; one class period to type final draft

Assessment:  
Quality, accuracy and persuasiveness of final letter.  

Activity:  

1. Students read current event articles and research their topic on the internet. 

2. Students draft a persuasive letter on their chose topic using the acquired information.  

3. Teacher provides feedback on draft letters.

4. Students type final draft and email or mail letter to an appropriate government official. 

Teacher Pack Contents:

· Lesson Plan

· Directions

Enrichment/Alternative Activity: This activity can be tied into letter writing in language arts class or study of the political process in social studies. 

Cross-Curricular: Students develop writing and researching skills. Students use computers and the internet.  

Resources:

Names and mailing addresses for elected officials can be found at: 

http://www.environmentaldefense.org/actioncenter.cfm
One source of information on current national environmental issues is 

http://www.undoit.org .

Students can use this site to help you decide what issue they want to write about.  This is the website for Environmental Defense which is an environmental group. Make sure students understand that the opinions expressed here reflect the opinions of Environmental Defense. This is a pro environment site.  Students may also want to locate opposing opinions on the topic they chose so they are aware of both sides of the issue.  
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