Getting Involved on Environmental Issues: Taking Political Action – Letters to Government Officials

As a citizen of the United States, you have a responsibility to become involved in the political process.   It is important for all citizens to communicate their opinions on important government issues to their political representatives.  Some political issues are relevant to the whole country.  Your views on these issues should be communicated to your senator or congressman in Washington.  Other issues are more locally relevant.  Your views on these issues should be communicated to your state or local political representatives.  It is very easy in this day and age to quickly communicate your views to your government representatives via email or via a formal letter. 
Examples of Environmental Issues in North Carolina

· Town of Butner and Falls Lake waste discharge

· Air pollution and acid rain, 

· Animal waste runoff

· U.S. Navy plans to develop air field near wildlife refuge

· Development, erosion and habitat destruction along NC rivers

· Water quality in the Neuse River Basin

· Several of the issues listed above on fresh water pollution

· Coastal development and ground and surface water 


pollution

· Declining ocean fish and shellfish populations 

· Beach renourishment to save beach houses

· Several of the issues listed above on coastal water 



pollution 

· U. S. Navy’s proposed sonar range off the coast of NC and its impact on marine mammals

Examples of National Environmental Issues

· Drilling for oil in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge

· Need for regulations that address global warming  

· Reliance on petroleum products for our energy needs

· Development and use of alternative energy sources

· Proposed weakening of the Endangered Species Act

· Need for strengthening national air pollution laws

· Need for strengthening national water pollution laws

· Protecting ocean ecosystems

· Need to clean up Superfund sites

· Disposal of nuclear waste from power plants

Your assignment: 
1. Identify an environmental issue that interests you. Research that subject and write a letter to an appropriate government representative. Read at least three articles on your selected topic. Summarize these using the following format: title, source, date, author, who, what, when, where, why and your opinion.   I will provide some references on some subjects. You may have to find your own references on your topic.  (Due ; 10 pts per article; 30 points total)

2. Draft a hand written business letter on your issue.  Include an introductory paragraph, three paragraphs about your opinion on your topic and a concluding paragraph.  Follow the format for business letters that I provide.  Your final typed letter should be at least one and a half pages long single spaced.  
3. Submit draft letter to Ms. Powell for approval.  (Note:  I am checking for scientific correctness as well as proper grammar and letter writing format.) (Due ;  10 pt deduction if late)
4. Get parent signature on “permission to mail/email form”. (Due ; 5 pts)

5. Type letter and submit to Ms. Powell for mailing. Or, email your letter, but provide Ms. Powell with a copy of the emailed message. One class period will be provided for typing.  (Final letter is due ;  65 pts)
Names and mailing addresses for elected officials can be found at: 

http://www.environmentaldefense.org/actioncenter.cfm
One source of information on current national environmental issues is http://www.undoit.org .  Use this site to help you decide what issue you want to write about.  This is the website for Environmental Defense which is an environmental group. Understand that the opinions expressed here reflect the opinions of Environmental Defense. This is a pro environment site.  You may also want to locate opposing opinions on the topic you chose so you are aware of both sides of the issue.  
__________________________________________________________________

Permission to Mail/Email Letter to Government Official

I understand that my child has written a letter to a government official for science class.  This letter communicates his/her knowledge on an environmental issue and expresses his/her opinion on that issue.  I grant permission for my child’s letter to be mailed to that official.   His or her grade will not be affected if you do not grant permission for mailing.  However, your child is still required to complete the letter writing assignment according to the assigned schedule. 

Student Name :  _______________________________

Parent Name: 
_______________________________

Parent Signature:_______________________________ Date:   ______________________
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