Student instructions for Convection Currents

Convection Currents in Gases 1:

Heat Shimmer
TIE HAIR BACK.

PULL UP SLEEVES.

USE EXTREME CAUTION.

materials



laminated graph paper 



matches



alcohol burner or candle



ring stands or other support



ruler



data recording sheet

1. Stand the graph paper or cloth up straight so that it hangs down like a curtain.  

2.  Light the alcohol burner or candle if necessary. 

3.  Place the flame about 12” to 18” away from the cloth or graph paper.  

4.  Look at the lines on the paper or cloth through the warm air rising from the candle.  What happens to the appearance of the lines? Record results and draw a diagram.

Name____________________________
Heat Shimmer
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In the space above, make a careful drawing of what you see happening. In the space below, describe what is happening.
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