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Reading and Research Strategies

1.  Thinking Aloud

When you think aloud, you read aloud to a partner.  As you read, you stop when you have a thought about what you are reading.  You voice your thoughts out loud to your partner.  Your partner keeps a tally of which categories your thoughts fit into from the list below.  After reading one paragraph, you switch roles with your partner. 

Predicting

I predict that…

In the next part, I think…

I think this is going to be about…

Picturing

I can picture…

I can see…

Questioning

A question I have is…

I wonder about…

Could this mean…

Making Connections

This is like…

This reminds me of…

Identifying a Problem

I’m confused about…

I’m not sure of…

I didn’t expect…

I don’t know what this word means…

I don’t know how to say this word…

Summarizing

So what it’s saying is…

The big idea here is…

I think the point is…

I think this means…

Using Fix-ups

I’ll reread this…

I’ll read on and check back…

2.  “Talking” to the Text

What?

Instead of thinking aloud to a partner, you think silently and have silent conversations with the text.

Why?

By “talking” to the text, you force yourself to think about what you are reading.  (We’ve all had times where we read something while our mind is on something completely different and we can’t remember anything we read.)  

Who?

Good readers are active readers.  

Where?

If you are allowed to write on the text, you can circle and underline words and make notes in the margins.  If you aren’t allowed to write in the text, you can use post-it notes or strips of paper to create your own margin to write in.  You can also lay a transparency over the text. 

When?

Use this whenever you have something to read that you need to understand and remember.

How?

As you read, whenever you have a thought about what you are reading, 

( make notes (see the list of abbreviations on the taking notes page), 

( circle words, 

( box words, 

( cross words out,

( underline words, 

( write questions, 

( draw pictures.  

You will find that when you talk to the text, your thoughts fit into the same categories that they did when you were “thinking aloud.”

3.  Taking Notes

After you have talked to the text, you are ready to take notes.  When you take notes…

( write in phrases, not complete sentences.  (Writing whole sentences takes up a lot of time, and it often results in plagiarism.)

( write short phrases or important words that will help you remember what you read.

( use abbreviations and/or numbers when possible.

( leave out unimportant words like a, an, the.

( use 3 columns.  (See the examples.)

Abbreviations

1st, 2nd- first, second, etc.

#, #’s- number(s)

4- four

2- to, too

( - results in, leads to

( - from, as a result of, as a consequence of

(  - up, increase, above, high

(  - down, decrease, below, low

w/ - with

w/o- without

b/c- because

vs.- against

=  - equals, is, means the same thing as, stands for

( - therefore

( - between

( - about, similar to

( - change in

eg- for example

ie- that is, to clarify, meaning

Make up your own abbreviations when you’re using a word frequently. Be sure to write what the abbreviation stands for at the top of your notes or next to the word the first time you write it so that you don’t forget.  (e.g.  GB= Golgi Body)

Example Notes for One Reading Selection

	Main Idea
	Details
	Picture or Example

	1.  Preparing specimen
	( Sliced

( Stained
	Onion skin, can’t see finger b/c 2 thick

	2.  Light microscopes (ms)
	( glass lenses focus light

( 1 (m lower limit
	Classroom microscopes

	3.  Electron ms
	( beams of electrons

( a few nm lower limit

( magnetic fields focus electrons (e-)  

Types

1.Transmission (TEM)

    ( e- pass through object

    ( can show cell organelles

2.Scanning (SEM)

   ( bounce e- off objects coated in metal

   ( make 3D images
	Silicon atom picture

Ant carrying computer chip, 

carbon atom bumpy picture


Example Notes for Specific Research Information

(Make the required information for your project into questions.  As you find the answers to the questions, record them next to the question.  Make sure you leave enough room to record answers your find from all of your sources.)

	Question
	Answers
	Support, pictures, and/or examples

	1.  What is the function of the nervous system (NS)?  What characteristic(s) of life does it help with?  How does it relate to other body systems?
	( sends messages throughout body
	Mosquito bites, you swat

GETRRR- responds 2 stimuli

All systems need brain 2 give messages.

NS needs circulatory b/c brain needs blood. 

NS needs muscular 2 carry out responses

	2.  What organs are in the NS?
	( brain

( spinal cord

( nerves
	Draw picture of NS here.

	3.  What are new vocabulary words?
	( neuron- a nerve cell

( dendrites- the parts of a neuron that receive the message

( axon- the message travels through

(axon tips- shoot chemicals called neurotransmitters to the next neuron’s dendrites 
	Draw neuron picture here.




How to Cite Your Sources

Don’t forget to give credit to all the sources you got your information from!  In addition, anytime you use a picture that you did not create in your project, you must cite where the picture came from next to the picture.  Use the format below for citations.  

Book: Author (last, first).  Title.  City, State: Publishing Company, 
Year.  Page numbers.

Example: Lutgens, Fredrick.  The Atmosphere.  Englewood Cliffs,



NJ: Prentice Hall, 1995.  38-39.

Website: Use the address
Example: http://www.howstuffworks.com
Confused about Citations?  Try the online citation machine:

http://www.landmark-project.com/citation_machine/cm.php
