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Instructions for “Talking to the Text”

1.  Predict using pictures and titles: Look at the picture and/or title and write a prediction stating what the reading might be about.  Write it down.

2. Predict using headings: Read the heading located below the title in italics and determine the author’s purpose and/or main idea of the reading selection.  Write it down.  

3. Identify and summarize the main ideas of each paragraph: Underline or highlight the main idea(s) in each paragraph and write a summary in your own words in the margin.  

4. Ask questions about what you read: Write the questions you have down in the margins.  

5. Identify problems you’re having while you read and use fix-ups to try to clarify meaning: Circle any words or phrases you do not understand.  Reread the sentence, as well as, the sentence before and after, looking for clues to clarify meaning.  Rewrite it in your own words if needed for clarification.

6. Picture what you read: Make a picture in your mind about the reading selection and write a description or draw it in the margins.  

7. Figure out how what you read connects to your life or things you already know: Make personal connections with the text.  Examples: What do you already know about the topic?  Is there anything in the text that reminds you of something in your life?  Have you or someone you know had a similar experience?  Write connections in the margins.  

8. Summarize the main ideas: Write a short summary describing what you think the reading selection is mainly about.  Write it in the margins.  
NOTE:  If you use highlighters, you must write something in the margins explaining why words were highlighted.  (Write down what you are questioning, clarifying, picturing, etc.)
