Name: ______________________

Section: ________________ Page # ______

Checklist for Organ Shortage Solution Letter Re-writes

(This will help prepare you for the writing test on _________.)

If you improve the parts marked on your first letter, write one full page, and do all of the things in the checklist below, I will give you a 100 on your letter.  Please turn in this sheet stapled on top of your first letter, your outline, and your rewritten letter.

When you think about writing a problem-solution essay, you can think about your mock trial opening statements to organize your writing:

​​_____
1.  Introduction/ Beginning: Here’s my solution (and a hook to get interested).

_____
2.  Body/ Middle: Here’s the evidence or details for… 

( why it will work.

( how it will work.

_____
3.  Conclusion/ End: Here’s what I want to happen now.

In your letter, make sure to improve the…

( FOCUS: 

_____
Focus on ONE best solution and give details for it instead of listing several solutions.  

_____
Make it clear what your solution is and why it is the best solution.

( ORGANIZATION: 

_____
Make an outline or web before you write.  

_____
Indent and use separate paragraphs for your introduction, your conclusion, and the different ideas in the body.

( SUPPORT AND ELABORATION: 

_____
Use enough details to clear explain how and why your solution will work.
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Dear OPTN:


Every one can remember growing up and pretending to operate on their dolls or other kids who pretended to be sick.  Almost every one has dreamed of being a doctor at some point.  Despite the fact that 80,000 people are waiting for organ transplants, very few people dream of making the first successful artificial kidneys or livers.  To solve the United States organ shortage problem, I think that your organization should promote the field of biomedical engineering so that there are many creative people working on making artificial organs.  


I believe that creating artificial organs is the best solution for the many people waiting for organ transplants because artificial organs are made from nonliving things.  By using nonliving things, we can create a long-term solution to a problem that will only increase as people’s average life span increases.  With this solution, we don’t have to kill animals to harvest their organs, and we don’t have to jeopardize the health of volunteer living donors by taking their organs.  Finally, we don’t have to approach people who have just had family members die to ask them to consider donating loved ones’ organs.  


I know that we currently have biomedical engineers working on this problem, but I believe we need to convince more people to enter the field.  I think that young people would be more likely to consider a career in biomedical engineering if they saw TV commercials or heard radio commercials that featured people waiting for organ transplants.  These people could tell their stories and urge the viewers to consider careers in biomedical engineering.  The personal message of people affected by the organ shortage would probably make some viewers feel as if they wanted to help them.


In addition, I believe that you should set up a scholarship program for people who want to become biomedical engineers.  You could structure it similar to the North Carolina Teaching Fellows Scholarship.  After a person has completed college, they would be required to work as a biomedical engineer for at least four years.  Students from every high school in the country could be nominated for this scholarship and compete with each other through an interview process.  This scholarship would encourage more high school students to consider the field of biomedical engineering.  


I urge you to apply for grants to find funding to promote the field of biomedical engineering.  Imagine children growing up making artificial organs out of clay to transplant into their dolls and dreaming of becoming biomedical engineers.   

Sincerely,

Tracy Voreis 

