

Lesson Two Description


Lesson Two:  Should the government protect dying industries? One man’s opinion on how tariffs impact North Carolina’s textile industry

Introduction
The purpose of this lesson is for students to learn how tariffs protect certain domestic industries and the impact of that protection.  Upon the successful completion of the lesson, students will be able to:
a. Explain how tariffs impact North Carolina’s textile industry.

b. Argue for or against free trade.

c. Define protectionism.

North Carolina Standard Course of Study 

The lesson will address the following Civics and Economics objectives from the NC SCS:

Competency Goal 7:  The learner will investigate how and why individuals and groups make economics choices.  

7.03  Compare examples of tradeoffs and opportunity costs of economic choices.
Competency Goal 9:  The learner will analyze factors influencing the United States economy.
9.05  Explain the impact on the United States economy of international trade and global 
         products.

9.06  Investigate the ways that domestic and international economies are interdependent.
Competency Goal 10:  The learner will develop, defend, and evaluate positions on issues regarding the personal responsibilities of citizens in the American constitutional democracy.

10.05  Describe examples of recurring public problems and issues.
Target Grade Level

10th
Essential Questions

1. Are tariffs beneficial?

2. Should North Carolina advocate free market principles?
Resources
Messino, Paul.  “Textile Blues:  Tar Heels and Asian Tigers.”  A World Connected.
May 2005.  < http://www.aworldconnected.org/article.php/1082.html>

Boisvert, Rob.  “Dole calls for limits on Chinese Imports.”  InDepth.

March 2005.  < http://www.news14charlotte.com/content/special_edition
/in_depth/?ArID=90158&SecID=125>
Materials Needed
1. “Textiles Blues:  Tar Heels and Asian Tigers” article and reading questions

2. “Dole calls for limits on Chinese Imports” article

3. Activity One “Do tariffs hurt or help North Carolina’s textile industry?”

4. Activity Two “Letter to the Editor”

Procedures
1. Assign the “Textiles Blues:  Tar Heels and Asian Tigers” reading and questions for homework.  Students should read the articles and answer the reading questions.  Distribute the reading and questions one to two days prior to the day of the activity.  Remind students that they will need to bring the reading as well as their answers to the questions to class.  

2. On Activity One day, place students in teams of two or three.  Have students discuss the article and their answers informally (7 to 10 minutes).  Then, show students the prompt, “Do tariffs hurt or help North Carolina’s textile industry?” and review the prompt requirements.  The student teams should then create a response to the prompt.  To ensure that all parties are contributing ideas and sharing the workload, have students alternate writing.  The final response turned in from each student team should reflect the ideas, handwriting, and writing styles of the members involved.  This activity will take between 35 to 40 minutes.  
3. After the student responses are collected, explain to the class that Paul Messino has offered his opinion and that there are others that have differing opinions about free trade and North Carolina’s textile industry.  Assign the “Dole calls for limits on Chinese Imports” reading and the “Letter to the Editor” assignment for homework.  Encourage students to use additional sources to research their perspective and allow students two days to complete the assignment.  On the day the assignment is due, ask for volunteers to share their responses.
