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What would your life be like without trees and forests?  Could you survive a day without a tree?  What does a tree really do for people anyway?  Let’s just see why trees are so essential to our daily lives.

1. Do you like to breathe?  

· One acre of trees annually consumes the amount of carbon dioxide that is equal to what is produced by driving a car for 26,000 miles.  That same acre of trees is able to produce enough oxygen for 18 people to breathe for one year.

· When 1,000 gallons of gasoline is burned, an acre of trees can take in and hold the carbon dioxide that is emitted into the atmosphere.

· Don’t like dust, eh?  Well an 80-100 year old Beech tree has about 1,600 square yards of leaf area that dust particles can adhere to instead of in your house.

· A mature tree takes away 48 pounds of carbon dioxide per year from the air (about 10 tons per acre).

2. How much wood do I use anyway?

· A 100-foot tree is needed to maintain the average American’s lifestyle.  We use newspapers, books, magazines, tissues, paper towels, housing materials, furniture, desks, fences, boxes, and many other assorted wood products.

· So what does a 100-foot tree provide?

· 613 pounds of paper products

· 200 saqure feet of 1” thick lumber

· 87 square feet of plywood

· 59 square feet of insulation board, particle board, and hardboard.

3. A 100-foot tree per person per year… Whoa!

· So, just like an athlete… let’s see this super 100-foot trees stats.

· 18” in diameter at the base

· Weighs 4,100 pounds at harvest

· Grew 200,00 leaves, about 120 pounds of leaves per year, about 3,600pounds of leaves over its lifetime

· 1,300 pounds of roots (2,000 pounds were grown and not needed

· 100 pounds of nutrients retained in the wood (twice that amount was returned to the soil for other plants and animals to use)

· Used over 5,000,000 gallons of water from the soil and then emitted through transpiration into the air , cooling the surrounding area as much as eight degrees

· 350 gallons of water was retained

· 6,000 pounds of oxygen given off for you to breathe

4. Now, let’s Think-Pair-Share.  First, think by yourself and brainstorm all of the other ways that trees and forests help you and the world you live in.  Then, get with a partner and come up with a list together.  Finally, we’ll talk about it as a class.

Forestry…


Who cares?








