Getting to Know Your Forest

Forests differ by history, wildlife association, soil characteristics, drainage, exposure, elevation, and topography.  You can use this information to help you identify the age and condition of you forest to give you a better sense of a site survey.

Young forests and openings

[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]


Young forests, range in ages up to 10 years.  These forests are due to some type of disturbance or land use change.  This change can be the consequence of weather and/or human actions like intentional planting after clearing an area for farming or a logging operation.  A young forest has a great deal of young tree growth and scattered shrubs, weeds, wildflowers, native grasses, and brambles.  Goldenrod, asters, Black-eyed Susans, blackberry, and pokeweed are most notable.  These forests provide food and cover for numerous organisms, including: rabbits, bluebirds, goldfinches, indigo buntings, son sparrows, deer, bear, turkey, and quail.  Wild turkey hens and ruffed grouse will also feed their broods in these young forests, where insects are plentiful.

Middle-aged forests
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Unlike the young forest, grasses, weeds, and shrubs are exchanged for trees with small diameters.  Middle-aged forests have characteristics of a more open woodland.  This period ranges from 10 to 70 years.  During this stage, much of the understory vegetation is ultimately shaded out.  Leaf litter conceals the forest ground, and brushy cover and food for small wildlife becomes insufficient.  Within the midstory tree level, there is an increase in seed and fruit production, including: serviceberry, wild grape, greenbrier vines, wild cherry, and flowering dogwood.
Mature and overly mature forests
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Mature forests are composed of large-diameter trees and an assortment of plants and animals in the understory. The understory is the product of timber harvesting or a natural thinning process that removes diseased and decaying trees from the canopy.  This allows more light in an increase in growth on the forest floor.  Sunlight encourages the growth of woodland shrubs like wild blueberry and huckleberry.  There is also an increase in plants like ferns and wildflowers.  A mature forest can live for another century until diseases, insects, pollution, age, and other reasons cause its cycle to start again.  Straight, mature, and healthy trees can produce good sawtimber for 

homebuilding and furniture.  This forest also provides a variety of recreational opportunities.  Snags, dead or partially dead trees, provide a habitat for nesting and feeding for insect eating birds.  These snags also provide habitats
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A middle-aged forest.
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A stand of young pines.
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Snag tree provides habitat for animals.








