Teacher Copy

Performance Tasks- Summative Assessments

The 3rd grade teachers will be teaching a unit on Matter: Properties & Change. The have asked the 5th grade teachers for some ideas. Since they have just taught the unit, the teachers suggested that some of the 5th grade students could help teach the unit. Therefore, all 5th grade students must submit a portfolio to demonstrate their understanding of matter, its properties, & how matter can be changed. Three items must be in the portfolio:

1. A Process Flow Diagram (PFD) written by the student to demonstrate the importance of following procedures when conducting experiments. The PFD will also be used to demonstrate the student’s knowledge of how to change matter.
2. A document showing that you understand the difference between physical and chemical changes. You will be given different items and asked to identify what type of change it has undergone. Then you will be asked to explain how you know that the item went through this change.
3. A letter written to a reporter that explains that fifth graders can understand the physical and chemical changes.

4. Have guests come in so students can explain tasks 1 & 2.

Ideas for materials to put in Science Center for Performance Task 2.

	Physical Changes
	Chemical Changes

	Aluminum foil is cut in half.
	Milk goes sour.

	Clay is molded into a new shape.
	Jewelry tarnishes.

	Butter melts on warm toast.
	Bread becomes toast.

	Water evaporates from the surface of the ocean.
	Rust forms on a nail left outside.

	A juice box in the freezer freezes.
	Gasoline is ignited.

	Rubbing alcohol evaporates on your hand.
	Hydrogen peroxide bubbles in a cut.

	 
	Food scraps are turned into compost in a compost pile.

	 
	A match is lit.

	 
	You take an antacid to settle your stomach.

	 
	Your body digests food.

	 
	You fry an egg.


