Assessment Questions
Introduction to Forensic Science
1. Which of the following is NOT an ability needed by a forensic investigator?

a. The ability to observe a situation.

b. The ability to solve a crime after an initial observation.

c. The ability to interpret information.

d. The ability to report observations objectively.

2. Perception is how we…

a. Interpret information received from our senses.

b. Apply scientific knowledge to legal questions.

c. Derive consequences from facts using logical steps.

d. Draw conclusions from known facts and assumptions.

3. Our brains may filter information, fill in information that isn’t actually there, or apply prior knowledge to new situations.  This is known as…

a. Brain sensoring

b. Faulty processing

c. Brain filtering

d. Sensory alteration

4. Three factors that may impair the ability of an eyewitness to carefully observe a situation include…
i. the person committing the crime is usually a stranger
ii. the time of the interaction is usually limited.
iii. The witness is usually experiencing stress, which can be distracting.
5. According to Huff, Rattner and Sagarin, the percent of persons convicted of felonies who are actually innocent is…

a. 1.5 percent

b. 15 percent

c. 1.0 percent

d. 0.5 percent

6. Which of the following statements about DNA testing is false?

a. It started being used by forensic investigators in the 1980’s.

b. It examines the mitochondria of the cell.

c. It examines the genetic material of the cell.

d. It is one of the most accurate methods of identification.

7. According to the Innocence Project, this is the single greatest cause of wrongful convictions nationwide.

a. Eyewitness misidentification.

b. Errors in DNA analysis.

c. Failure to secure adequate jurors.
d. Errors made by detectives.

8. Subjective information…

a. Is based on opinion and can’t be verified.

b. Is based on fact and can be verified.

c. Is easily filtered by the brain and not accurate.

d. Is based on eyewitness accounts and is accurate.

9. Deriving consequences from facts using a series of logical steps is…

a. Observation

b. Analytical reasoning

c. Deductive reasoning

d. Subjective reasoning

10. Which of the following is not an effective way to improve observational skills?

a. Document everything!

b. Make a conscious effort to examine the environment.

c. Make interpretations.

d. Be aware the brain filters out information.
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