KWL Strategies:
K: What I KNOW
W: What I WANT to know
L:  What I have LEARNED

The headings are normally divided into a 3 column, vertical chart. This strategy is often used as a “reading” strategy. However, it can be used for any learning activity. To activate prior knowledge students are asked to write down what they already know about a topic.  When they are finished with this thinking and writing process,  students are asked to write down what they WANT to know about the topic. If students are not sure, then offer some suggestions. Finally, after the learning activity: reading selection, video, lab, lecture, etc, students are asked to record what they have learned. You can instruct them to be detailed in their documentation or provide bigger concepts and ideas. The following website provides a procedure for the use of KWL strategy for reading comprehension. SCG
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	INTERVENTIONS FOR READING COMPREHENSION 
K-W-L STRATEGY



	Appropriate Grade Level: 3rd to 12th Grade 
Purpose: Improve Reading Comprehension by activating background knowledge.




	Description: 
The K-W-L strategy stands for what I Know, what I Want to learn, and what I did Learn. By activating students' background knowledge, it improves comprehension of expository text.



	Materials:
1. Overhead Projector
2. Transparency and individual student paper copies of the K-W-L Chart, one per student.



	Procedure/Steps: 
A. "Know" Step:
1. Initiate discussion with the students about what they already know about the topic of the text.
2. Start by using a brainstorm procedure. Ask the students to provide information about where and how they learned the information.
3. Help them organize the brainstormed ideas into general categories.
B. "Want to Learn" Step:
1. Discuss with the students what they want to learn from reading an article.
2. Ask them to write down the specific questions in which they are more interested.
C. "What I Learned" Step:
1. Ask the students to write down what they learned from the reading.
2. Ask them to check the questions they had generated in the "Want to Learn" Step.



	Evaluation of Effectiveness: 
Compare the students' scores on comprehension questions or skill sheets or reading tests before and after implementation of this intervention.



	Source: 
Bos, C.S. & Vaughn, S. (2002). Strategies for teaching students with learning and behavior problems. Boston: Allyn and Bacon.
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